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Statement by Attorney General 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [1.09 pm]: Pursuant to section 11(7) 
of the Law Reform Commission Act 1972, I am pleased to table the Law Reform Commission of 
Western Australia’s final report on project 105, “Review of the Firearms Act 1973 (WA)”, dated October 2016. 

On 24 February 2014, I directed the commission to report on the Firearms Act 1973. The terms of reference in 
substance amounted to a review of the firearms legislation in Western Australia. The referral was prompted by 
the recognition and acknowledgement by Hon Liza Harvey, MLA, Minister for Police, and me that 
a comprehensive review of the firearms legislation was overdue. The commission began consultations in 
June 2014 and continued to consult with stakeholders throughout the preparation of the discussion paper. The 
discussion paper was released on 30 October 2015 and was open for public comment until 1 February 2016. 
A substantial amount of additional research and consultation took place subsequent to the publication of the 
discussion paper. The final report contains 143 recommendations and many sub-recommendations. 
Recommendations relate to amendments to the content and structure of the firearms legislation, as well as 
suggestions for improvements to procedure and policy. 

The commission indicated that when contemplating the recommended areas for reform it kept in mind the need 
to provide a strong regulatory framework in order to enhance community safety, while at the same time 
acknowledging that most crimes involving firearms are carried out by people who are not licensed to carry them. 
The commission sought where possible to reduce red tape but emphasised that the possession and use of firearms 
is a privilege that is always conditional on the need to ensure public safety. 
The commission received an unprecedented response to the discussion paper. That response included 
1 244 written submissions, which the commission has informed me is one of the largest, if not the largest, 
responses that the commission has ever received on one of its referrals. Given the complexity and breadth of the 
reference and the responses received, the commission found it necessary to conduct additional consultations with 
key stakeholders—namely, the Sporting Shooters Association of WA, Western Australia Police, and native title 
representative bodies, amongst others. The commission consulted on a weekly basis with WA Police and other 
stakeholders during the course of drafting the final report. Owing to this, additional time was required by the 
commission to allow its members to analyse the complex relationship between various recommendations. 
Due to the substantial interest expressed by the public in the final report, I have decided to table it immediately 
and I note the government will consider the recommendations and provide its response in due course. I thank the 
commission, those staff of the Department of the Attorney General who supported the commission and all others 
involved for the time and effort they have contributed to this project. 
[See paper 4930.] 
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